
786 Apr. 12 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994

ple to solve their problems at the grassroots
level, you can see it in every initiative. The
whole notion that the Government has to
empower people to take control of their own
lives depends upon the ability of people to
organize effectively, to lobby their Govern-
ment, to influence our policies, and also to
tell us what they know is the truth.

Just today we received what I have seen
year after year is one of the best examples
of that kind of action with the release of yet
another report from the Carnegie Corpora-
tion, and this one I think is one of the best
that I have ever read on how we can better
meet the needs of our youngest children.
This report is nearly 3 years in the making,
and I think now, it’s fair to say, is the most
comprehensive analysis of the condition of
American children aged 0 to 3. It awakens
us to the fact that millions of our infants and
toddlers are living in shameful conditions,
but also and even more importantly, offers
a coherent set of solutions about what we
ought to do about it.

In an attempt to be a better partner with
all of you in what you are doing, we are estab-
lishing today a non-profit liaison network of
26 different liaisons in every important Gov-
ernment Department and agency to work
with all of you to emphasize in an organized
way how much we value your good work,
your input into our policies, your advocacies
of things that still need to be done.

One of the most important things in this
complicated age of zillions of problems is that
I identify what it is as President I can do
and what it is I need someone else’s help
to do; of all the things that we can spend
our time on here in the White House and
in this Government, which things are most
important and which things will spark the
largest release of energy in a positive and
constructive way around the country. You
have to help us make that decision for, in
truth, that’s a decision that we make anew
here constantly as we deal with the difficul-
ties as well as the opportunities that come
to this place.

I hope this is the beginning of an even
better partnership. I thank you very, very
much for what you do, and I want to say
again, I cannot succeed as President unless
you succeed and unless you succeed in mobi-

lizing millions of our countrymen and women
for the important tasks that face us. I hon-
estly believe that we may be at the dawn of
a new American renaissance—a period when
we are able to face, with greater energy and
greater hope and a greater sense of commu-
nity and common purpose, the challenges be-
fore us than has been the case in a genera-
tion.

If we do it, we will make the beginning
of the 21st century the most exciting time
in American history to be young, to grow,
to come to maturity, and to make a life. If
we don’t, we will have squandered a great
legacy. The only way we can do it is if some-
how there is a role for all of us, not just those
of us in high office. You provide that role
for all of us, and I will do my best to help
you play it.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:56 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House.

Statement on the Nonprofit Liaison
Network
April 12, 1994

I have long advocated the role of the non-
profit sector. Throughout our history, the
nonprofit community has helped our Nation
adapt to a changing world by strengthening
the core values that shape American life.
Today, that role has never been more impor-
tant. The nonprofit liaison network will cre-
ate better collaboration between the admin-
istration and advocacy and service groups in
a mutual effort to solve the problems of
crime, housing, health care, and other press-
ing national needs.

NOTE: This statement was included in a White
House press release announcing the nonprofit liai-
son network.

Remarks at the Radio and Television
Correspondents Dinner
April 12, 1994

Thank you. Thank you very much, Mr.
Lockman, distinguished guests, ladies and
gentlemen. I cannot tell you how happy I
am to be here tonight on the 50th anniversary
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